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English tongue. This device was then accounted a fantasticall
imagination, and a drowsie dreame.
But the sequel thereof, hath since awaked out of dreames thous-
andes of soules to knowe theyr Creator, being thereof before that
time altogether ignoraunt. And hath since made sufficient proofe,
neyther to be fantasticke, nor vainely imagined.
Withall, how mightely hath it inlarged the dominions of the
Crowne of Spayne, and greatly enritching the subjectes of the same,
let all men consider. Besides, it is well knowne, that sithence the
time of Columnus his first discoverie, through theyr planting,
possessing, and inhabiting those partes, there hath beene transported
and brought home into Europe, greater store of Golde, Silver, Pearle,
and Pretious stones, then heeretofore hath beene in all ages, since
the creation of the worlde.
I doe therefore hartelie wish, that seeing it hath pleased almighty
God, of hys infinite mercie at the length, to awake some of our worthy
Countrey men, out of that drowsie dreame, wherein we all have so
long slumbered.
That wee may nowe not suffer it to quaile for want of maintenance,
that by these valiant Gentlemen our Countreymen is so nobly begun
and enter prised. For which purpose, I have taken upon me to write
this simple shorte treatise, hoping that it shall be able to perswade
such as have beene, and yet doo continue detractors and hinderers
of this journey, (by reason perhappes that they have not deliberately
and advisedly entered into the judgment of the matter) that yet now
upon better consideration they will become favorable furtherers of
the same. And that such as are already well affected there unto, will
continue theyr good dispositions And with all, I most humbly pray
all such as are no Nyggardes of their purses, in buying of costly and
rich apparrell, and liberall Contributors, in setting foorth of games,
pastimes, feastings and banquettes, (whereof the charge being past, A reason-
there is no hope of publique profit or private commoditie) that ^e
henceforth they will bestowe and employe theyr liberalitie (heereto- reque5"
fore that way expended) to the furtherance of these so commendable
purposed proceedings.
And to this ende have I taken penne in hande, as in conscience
thereunto mooved, desiring much rather, that of the great multitude,
which this Realme dooth nourish, farre better able to handle this
matter then I my selfe am, it woulde have pleased some one of them
to have undertaken the same. But seeing they are silent, and that it
falleth to my lott to put penne to the paper, I will indevour my selfe,